
Matt & Shelly



First of all, thank you for considering us as potential adop-
tive parents.  We are grateful that you’re here and are 
excited for this chance to share a little about ourselves. 
We know it’s a little dificult to get to know someone in just 
a few pages, but we’ll do our best to give you a glimpse 
into our lives.

We’re Shelly and Matt.  We met at a block party in 2008 
when Shelly, the “new kid on the block,” was challenged 
to a friendly yard game by Matt (Matt won).  Shelly had just moved back to her hometown after working on a 
cruise ship and remembers making the comment that she just wanted to meet the guy next door. Well, as fate 
had it, Matt was literally the guy next door.  We quickly discovered how much we had in common (including 
that we lived in the same neighborhood as kids, and Shelly was Matt’s elementary school crossing guard in 5th 
grade). Years later as we crossed paths as neighbors and adults, we found that we shared the same values 
and goals and are each other’s perfect match.

We still live in the same town we grew up in, and love the fact that many of our amazing and  supportive family 
members are nearby.  We’re also fortunate that we both have jobs we love. Shelly is now a middle school sci-
ence teacher and Matt is a ireighter/paramedic— but we truly believe that being a parent is the most impor-
tant job in the world. 

Whenever we would discuss our ‘future’ family, adoption came up as some-
thing we were always open to, as well as having biological children. Both 
of us dreamed of having a large family after we married in May 2012.  After 
inding out that infertility makes having biological children unlikely for us, 
we were excited to pursue adoption.

We continue to have a strong marriage, and we’re excited to bring a child 
up in a household that is illed with love, laughter and a deep faith in God. 

We welcome you into our lives and appreciate you taking the time to learn 
more about us. 

Dear  
     Birthparent

Matt & Shelly



Shelly is an only child, but grew up with in a large extended family with many aunts, 
uncles and cousins. After graduating from college with a major in broadcasting, 
she went off to explore the world and worked on the entertainment staff for a large 
cruise line for the next ive years. Deciding to get her land legs back, she worked 
for several years as a journalist while studying to become a teacher. She now 
teaches science to middle schoolers in an inner-city school and loves going to work 
each day. Education is Shelly’s true passion, while instilling a love of learning in her 
students. 

 For fun, Shelly loves to entertain her family and friends and enjoys decorating. She also enjoys jewelry making, craft-
ing and Zumba (any kind of dance, actually).  Shelly loves traveling and experiencing different cultures and meeting new 
people. She is almost inished with her Master’s Degree in educational leadership and plans on becoming an elementary 
school principal. 
 Matt is the youngest of three boys in his family and also has a huge extended family with a ton of aunts, uncles and 
cousins. Matt always knew he wanted to be a ireighter/paramedic, so when he graduated from high school, he entered 
the ire academy. He thinks the best part of his job is the ability to make a positive impact on someone’s life in one of 
their most desperate and scary times. He has a great way of bringing calm to the chaos. He also enjoys teaching children 
about ire prevention and safety, helping scouts earn their CPR and irst aid badges and overall volunteering with children 
in the community. 
 Matt loves anything and everything outdoors. He enjoys hiking, ishing, and camping. Around home, he has fun veg-
etable gardening and landscaping. Matt also prides himself on cooking both at the ire station and preparing home cooked 
meals for his family.
 As a couple, Shelly and Matt love to camp and listen to live 
music. They also enjoy traveling, playing tennis, entertaining their 
family and friends, and boating.

Our Home & Community
We live in a spacious 3 bedroom colonial in a suburban  
community. Our home has a very open loor plan and a large 
fenced-in backyard, and there’s tons of space to play and have 
fun as a family. We have wonderful neighbors with children of 
all ages and families of all backgrounds. On a typical summer 
night, you’ll ind us sitting on our tiki-themed back patio, catch-
ing up with friends or family and listening to music — or taking 
our chihuahua (Tiny Nacho) and golden retriever (Pearl) on a 
walk.  We have a beautiful park and playground right down the 
street in our development and love to spend time there, too.  In 
just a short drive in one direction, we can be in a metropolitan 
area. In the other direction, we are surrounded by beautiful roll-
ing acre horse farms.  Our community has great schools and 
we are close to plenty of shopping, restaurants and sports and 
entertainment activities. 

About Us



More About Us

About Shelly  
 by Matt

Shelly is strong and independent 
yet compassionate and caring, 
making her my rock.  She is en-
ergetic and spontaneous all while 
being laid back and organized. 
Her love for family is easy to 
see as she goes out of her way 
to make our parents, extended 
family, friends and me happy and 
comfortable when around her.  
When she hosts a get together it is all out with themed decora-
tions and accents.  She would make a great party planner.
 I see the time and energy she puts into being a stepmother 
and it makes me even more excited to see her as a mom.  My 
son loves her as his own, enjoys spending quality time with her 
and he likes having a teacher in the house for homework.
 She is wonderful around children and I enjoy seeing her 

interact with her students at school 
dances and concerts.  The love her 
students have for Shelly is also easy 
to see, especially around the holidays 
when her desk is looded with cards 
and candy.  Shelly comes from a 
diverse background which means  
diverse food.  Shelly has taught me 
how to make many diferent ethnic 
meals which I love and have learned 
to make myself.  Shelly is the glue that 
holds this house together and for that 
I love her.

About Matt  
 by Shelly

Matt is my soulmate. There is 
no other word that captures him 
better. He is compassionate, 
selless, and honest— and is my Prince Charming.  He has solid 
values and his love for his family is admirable. In fact, that was 
one of the (many) things that most attracted me to him.  
 Matt is also respectful and is THE deinition of a total gentle-
man. He’s the type of guy who opens the car door for a woman, 
gives up his seat for an elderly person, and goes out of his way 
to let me know he cares, even just in the smallest of gestures.
 Matt has a gift for making people feel comfortable and will go 
out of his way to do so— whether it is ofering water to the mail 
carrier on a scorching hot day or leaving a thank you gift for the 
guys on garbage collection day. Kindness is what Matt has at the 
core of his being and he strives to make others feel appreciated 
and valued. He is a loyal friend and trusted conidant.
 Matt is also an extremely hard worker. He started working as 
a young teen and has shown me in many ways how hard work 
and dedication pay of.  When he puts his mind to something, 
he is determined to see it 
through to completion. He 
knew he was going to be a ire 
ighter since a young age, and 
he remained passionate and 
determined to achieve his goal.  
 I know that I can always 
depend on Matt and he goes 
above and beyond to keep his 
word. I am lucky to have him 
as my husband.

Shelly with Tiny Matt in a St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Selecting a Christmas tree is  
an annual tradition

Enjoying a boat ride  
in the Bahamas

Matt with Pearl Beach time in the Caribbean



for reading our story. We hope that you have enjoyed learning about us and we look for-
ward to meeting and learning about you, too. Most importantly, we appreciate that you 
are making this choice, even if we are not the ones you choose in the end. We wish you 
the best in your journey and peace as you make your decision. 

Thank You

Our Family & Friends
 We are blessed to be surrounded by a great family and fantastic friends.  
Family is extremely important to us and our child will grow up surrounded by 
loving grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins. There’s also one special boy 
who can’t wait to have a sibling, and that is Matt’s biological son, who is 10.

   Matt’s son is a smart and caring boy who loves 
sports and the outdoors. He was just a toddler when 
we started dating, and blending a family together 
was exciting for the three of us. He is so excited to 
be a big brother and we all can’t wait to grow our family through adoption. 
 Much of our time is spent with our families. Whether it is hosting large traditional holiday 
dinners at our house, attending church on Sundays, taking our boat out on the lake, attending 
family reunions, or planning a camping trip together, we have a blast making lifetime memories.
 We are also very fortunate to have a lot of great friends in our lives and we enjoy spend-
ing time with them, too. Many of our friends have children of their own and they are all so 
excited for us to grow our family through adoption and watch us parent together.

Matt & Shelly at brunch with their Moms

Matt’s son Aidan

Fun with cousins Cooking around the campire Sunday family BBQ

At our Godchild’s baptism Celebrating with friends Shelly’s Dad, Cousin and Uncle


