
ed + susan



“Nice pants!” A ridiculous pair of wide leg jeans with home-
engineered cheetah print expansion panels introduced us in 1999. 
What started as an instant friendship has evolved into our happy 
family and home over the following 18 years. Although our fashion 
styles have changed, we remain best friends and can rely on each 
other for laughter, support, and care. We have been married for 
fourteen years and have enriched our lives through our work and 
family focus. Ed is a middle school science teacher, and spends his 
days working with adolescents, helping them develop their values as 
well as an understanding of the natural world. Susan is an Emergency 
Medicine Physician and works to help the community and families 
during some of the scariest moments of their lives. We find joy in our 
work, and in our time together as a family. Our favorite things to do 
together include playing in our backyard with our dogs, cooking a 
meal together, walking a trail in the many parks nearby, or staying in 
to watch a movie or read. We also love to visit museums and zoos, 
go to concerts and music festivals and often take trips abroad to 
experience different cultures. We would love to expand our family 
and share the joy we have in our lives with a child. 

about us

ou
r h

om
e We have lived in our home for 7 years now and love 

its location and the community around it. We have an 
acre and half of semi-wooded land, and huge fenced 
in backyard that is great for playing with our dogs, 
hosting a BBQ, or enjoying a summer night by the fire. 
We often have deer, wild turkeys, and rabbits running 
through the yard (which the dogs just love to chase…) 
and the natural setting gives us a sense of calm and 
relaxation. In addition, we have community amenities 
around us including great restaurants and shopping, 
top ranked schools, as well as museums, music centers, 
zoos and sports teams. We are grateful for easy access 
to community events such as craft fairs, art walks, 
farmer’s markets and concerts throughout the year.



Ed is the kindest and most patient person I know. 
As a science teacher he is devoted to his students 
and school; work colleagues quickly transform into 
close friends, and former students seek him out to 
share memories years after graduation. He keeps his 
loved ones close, taking time nearly every day to 
call his parents and in-laws to keep them apprised 
of the latest news from our home. Ed is always ready 
to serve as a sounding board for friends and family, 
and never hesitates to offer help when needed. He 
is always generous with his time whether it’s staying 
late after school, seeking 
out a friend in need, or 
bringing our far-flung family 
together for the holidays. 
Ed has a huge heart and is 
always ready to give a little 
bit extra, I consider myself 
immensely fortunate to be 
able to call him my partner 
in life and look forward to 
adding to our happy family.

Most people will tell you that Susan is one of the 
smartest and wittiest people they know. This I was 
able to see from the start of our friendship, and 
what drew us together in our shared classes in 
college. The side of Susan I love is a side that is 
shown through her actions and choices made 
over our lives together. Susan is a devoted and 
loyal person who always has other’s needs in 
mind. Susan’s work in the Emergency department 
comes from a desire to help those in the most 
need, not only in terms of severe trauma, but 
also those who do not always have access to 
the care they need. Susan brings in brownies and 
cupcakes whenever she has an overnight shift 
because she understands that a small kindness 
can mean the world during a tough shift. Susan’s 
devotion to our family is at the heart of our daily 
lives and is on display during our family gatherings. 
Susan loves to host Thanksgiving and bringing our 
widespread family together in our home. I am so 
lucky to have someone so caring and thoughtful 
to share my life with.

(written by ed)

susanABOUT

(written by susan)

ed ABOUT

 EDUCATION Medical Doctor Master of Arts in Teaching

 OCCUPATION Emergency Medicine Physician Middle School Science Teacher

 HOBBIES Reading, Going to concerts, Cooking Playing video games, playing with the 
   dogs, learning guitar, teaching swimming

 VACATION SPOT “Bearizona” outside the Grand Canyon Bora-Bora

 TV SHOW Original Law and Order Black Mirror on Netflix

 CARTOON Rick and Morty Bob’s Burgers

 BOOK The Secret History by Donna Tart or The 13 and ½ Lives of Captain Bluebear 
  The Corrections by Jonathan Franzen by Walter Moers

 FOOD Thai Green Curry I’m loving grilling right now… so BBQ

  COLOR Green Green

  CHILDHOOD Road Tripping across the Southwest Sitting with my brother, sifting through our 
 MEMORY  enormous cardboard box filled with all  
   our Legos looking for just the right block

susan ed
Fun Facts & Favorites



Ed and his brother Celebrating Ed’s grandma’s birthday

Susan with her brother and mom (ugly sweater tradition)

Thanksgiving festivities with family

Susan and her mom

Family is important to us and we strive to bring our family 
together as often as possible. This commitment often 
centers around holidays, and we love to host everyone 
for Thanksgiving or the winter holidays at our home. Susan 
loves cooking the biggest turkey she can find, and we 
enjoy decorating the Christmas tree or lighting our very 
cute hippopotamus menorah together for Hanukkah. 
Our family is spread around the country, with Susan’s 
family in Illinois and New Mexico, and Ed’s family in New 
Jersey and California. Although organizing a full family 
gathering is difficult, we make sure to stay in contact 
through the phone regularly and plan regular short visits 
to see each other a few times a year for holidays, family 
vacations or family gatherings at someone’s home.

There are three family 
members who we get 
to see daily, and that is 
our dogs: Opie, Lyla and 
Tope. These three help 
us de-stress after a work 
day and are a source of 
unconditional love and 
support. A day is not 
complete without playing 

with them and running around our backyard, no matter 
if it is sunny and clear day, or we are sloshing through 8 
inches of snow!

our family

Ed’s parents

Family vacation in Tulum, MexicoSusan’s aunt and mom Susan’s dad

Tope, Opie and Lyla



dear birth parent,
When we met nearly two decades ago our connection 

was instant and unwavering. This bond has grown and 

strengthened with every new addition to our family; 

not only those sharing our genetics, but our friends, co-

workers, community, and pets as well. We cannot wait 

to take the next step and add children to our happy 

home, and promise to provide a happy, healthy, stable 

environment where a child can develop and flourish.

Thank you for considering us to be a part of this momentous 

journey. We cannot imagine the inner strength and 

selflessness it must take to make such a decision. Allowing 

us the opportunity to add to our family is the greatest gift 

anyone can give, and we are forever grateful.

ed + susan

What Adoption 
Means to Us

Family has always been our core, and we always hoped 
to add children to the mix. Though we are unable to 
have biological children, we have always believed that 
our ability to share our experiences, values, and home 
will transcend that. Adoption is an opportunity for us to 
provide a child with the love and care of a home and 
a family. We are open to adopt a child of any gender 
and any ethnicity and are committed to maintaining 
open communication and cultural connectivity.


