
Stephen & Mary



We met on the sand volleyball courts in college and started a 
friendship that continued through college. Fast forward several 
years, and we met for a cup of coffee that we both agree was 
the best ever! Through our five and a half years of marriage, 
we have been through a lot of ups and downs that have truly 
brought us closer together. Stephen has earned his Master’s 
degree in counseling, joined the National Guard, and is now a 
Clinical Director of a counseling center. Mary loves being able 
to stay at home with the kids. We have bought a house, ran a 
half marathon, and had so many more adventures. We have 
had four children over this time-period, two of whom passed 
away shortly after birth. Throughout all of this, our faith has been 
our solid ground on which to stand. Our two living children are 
such a joy to us. They are 3.5 and 4.5, and they both have big 
personalities full of love, laughter, and exuberance for life, and 
they are both very excited for a new sibling to join the family. 

We all love to be out in nature, whether hiking or just taking in 
the beauty. Traveling is important to us, and we enjoy exploring 
new places, and visiting historical sites, but we also love the 
beach! We love spending quality time with our core little family 
whether it is pizza Friday, movie night, dance parties, board 
games, reading books,or going on walks. 

About Us

Stephen
Movie: Fantastic Mr. Fox

Musician: Ludovico Eunadi

Food to make: Pasta Carbonara

Activity with the kids: Building forts

Hobbies: Reading, watching sports, taking 
naps, and playing board gamesfA
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Mary
Movie: It’s a Wonderful Life

Musician: Frank Sinatra

Food to make: Chocolate chip cookies

Activity with the kids: Swimming

Hobbies: Playing the piano and cello, reading, 
exercising, and working on jigsaw puzzles

At an ordination of 
a dear family friend

Stephen’s graduation 
from Basic Training

Horseback 
riding in 
California

Stephen and Mary  
after a drill weekend

At the beach! Getting ice cream  
(our favorite!)

Hiking in the  
Great Smoky Mountains



When I met Mary Therese my first thought was, “That 
is the most beautiful girl I have ever seen!” Eventually 
I worked up the nerve to ask her out and I was so 
surprised when she said yes! One of the things I 
appreciate the most about our relationship is that 
there is never a doubt or question about how much 
Mary loves me. Mary also loves each of our children so 
deeply; each day I see her make many small sacrifices 
to ensure their growth and happiness. She knows all 
of their little quirks and preferences as well as my own 
(sometimes better than I know them myself). Another 
gift that Mary has is developing family traditions; she 
makes the big holidays special, but she is also gifted at 
making ordinary days special too, whether it is going 
for a walk to the playground or taking the kids to the 
library. Lastly, over the past two years I have seen Mary 
bear the suffering of losing two of her sons; the depth of 
her love for them and the way that she cherishes their 
memory even amidst the pain of grief says so much 
about her character and the kind of person she is.

One of the things that first drew me toward Stephen 
was his ability to make others feel so welcome, in any 
situation, because he so genuinely cares for others. 
He is, however, a fierce competitor when it comes to 
board games, or any sport. He is also very witty, and 
he loves to make me and the kids laugh. I thought 
that I loved him so very much on our wedding day, 
but I have only fallen more deeply in love with the 
man that he is; a man of quiet strength, a man of 
mercy and forgiveness, and a dedicated worker, 
who loves me and his whole family very much. He 
is such a wonderful father to all of our children, and 
he cherishes each one. He works hard to provide 
for our family, and his hard work has enabled me to 
stay home, which is a blessing to all!

Our Home
We live in a nice quiet neighborhood on the 
outskirts of the city, close to where Mary grew up. 
Our house is a three-bedroom ranch, with an attic 
converted to a family room. We frequent the parks 
and playgrounds close by, but we have a nice 
yard to play in as well. Three of our favorite things 
to enjoy are pizza, coffee, and ice cream and there 
are many options for these within walking distance.

Mary
(written by stephen)

About
Stephen

(written by mary)
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Our family at Easter Pumpking picking with the kids  Mary and the kids 
sledding at a nearby park

Stephen helping Mary’s 
dad with yard work



We both come from very loving and supportive families and are close to 
both of them. Stephen has three siblings, two of whom live out of state. His 
dad loves cooking for us, and they love to spoil us, especially the grandkids! 
Mary has ten siblings who all live close by. Her older siblings have many 
kids, so there are many cousins! One of our favorite traditions is to eat 
Sunday brunch with Mary’s parents and the few siblings who are at home 
still. We are surrounded by a beautiful family and church community, and 
they both play an important part in our life. Everyone is very excited about 
the adoption and can’t wait to welcome the newest member to the clan!

Mary with her sister-in-law and sister, 
Carmen and Melissa

Stephen and the kids with  
Stephen’s grandparents

Mary and her two younger sisters,  
Elayna and Kassie, on Christmas morning

Mary and all her siblings  
and her parents

Celebrating Mary’s birthday  
with her parents

Stephen’s family at the beach together Mary and her dear friend,  
Sister Magdalene Marie

The kids and Stephen with Stephen’s 
brother and his brother’s fiance

Our
 family

Stephen and our kids with some  
of our nieces at a festival

The kids with Stephen’s parents  
at a Sunday dinner

At Elayna’s play  
(Mary’s sister)

Mary’s parents with all the grandkids!



Dear Birth Parent,
Thank you for taking the time to consider us as adoptive 
parents. While we don’t know the circumstances and various 
factors that have led you to the decision you are making now, 
we do have the utmost respect for you and a recognition 
that this is a difficult decision. Our hearts go out to you in this 
place. Being a parent is a challenging endeavor, but we can 
promise to love your child unconditionally, and to cherish 
them. One lesson that we have learned in our role as 
parents is the value of humility; there is never one “right 
answer”, and each child is a unique individual that is 
learned from and loved. We would welcome a child of 
any race or cultural background, while recognizing the 
importance of an individual’s cultural heritage. We 
consider ourselves life-long learners, and we would try to 
incorporate the child’s culture as much as we can, so that 
they too can learn about from where and from whom they 
came. Whatever story a child has, all of us are excited to 
welcome a little one into our family and begin this new 
adventure. We are grateful for your consideration!

Sincerely,
Stephen & Mary

Why Adoption?
We have always dreamed of having a big family. Our
journey through grief of our losses has taught us so much 
about love, and truly expanded our hearts to love and to 
continue to hope even amidst difficult circumstances. 
Each of our children have been such a blessing to us, 
and we so desire more! We think our family has a whole 
lot of love to give, and we would love to share it with 
another child in our home


