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About Us
We are Dan and Jess and we met in 2008 through Jess’s brother, Zac. Dan was Zac’s best friend 
and even the best man in his wedding. We quickly became friends, best friends, and started 
dating in 2009. We instantly found that we balance each other out. Jess, who is more sensitive, 
passionate, and social was the perfect match with Dan who is more laid back with an enormous 
sense of humor. 

We got married in 2011 and welcomed our first daughter in 2012. At the time Jess was teaching 
elementary school and Dan was just starting his career in real estate. We became pregnant with 
our second child in 2013 and due to a severe pregnancy disease called hyperemesis Jess was 
hospitalized and very ill for a majority of the pregnancy. After welcoming their second daughter 
Jess decided to leave her job as a teacher to become a stay at home mom. During the girls early 
years, they spent every day filled with adventure including going to the local libraries for story 
times, music classes, play dates with a moms group, and many trips to the zoo. 

We love to travel to new places and enjoy being out and about in the community. Our faith is 
important to us and something we incorporate into our lives. This past year we added our dog, 
Scarlett to our family. She has been a great companion for walks to the park and is very calm and 
patient with our kids.  
  

About Dan 
 (written by Jess)

Dan is truly a kid at heart. He always finds the positive in a hard time, uses 
laughter when all else fails, and finds joy in every activity he does with his 
children. Dan is a very successful real estate broker. He has a passion for 
his career and a strong dedication. We are very thankful his career provides 
a wonderful life for our family and we appreciate his flexibility in his work 

schedule. Dan has never had 
to miss an important event 
for our daughters during 
work hours, and he even has 
lunch with his daughters at 
their school every friday. Dan 
enjoys spending time with 
our family friends, bowling, 
building things, and finding 
new places to try Pizza at. 
Dan keeps me grounded and 
helps me through anything. 
There is no one else I would 
rather love and laugh with!

About Jess 
 (written by Dan)

Jess was born to be a mother. 
She knew early on that she 
wanted to be an elementary 
school teacher and a mother. 
She goes above and beyond to 
make sure our family has fun 
and meaningful experiences. 
She loves her friend’s children 
as her own and is the most 
compassionate person I have ever met. If a friend is having a bad day she 
shows up with a warm meal and a hug. Jess loves to meet new people 
and I often hear about her new friends she met while grocery shopping or 
walking the dog. Jess is a great cook, enjoys volunteering in the community 
and schools, shopping, and event planning. She is a stay at home mom but 
on occasion substitute teaches at our children’s school, volunteers to plan 
events for different charities, and helps out at a marketing company a few 
hours a week.  I am lucky to be her husband. If I could give Jess anything in 
the world, it would be the opportunity to become a mother again. 

Dan with his daughter

Jess with her niece

Dan 
Occupation: Realtor
Movie: Major League
Food: Pizza
Hobbies: golf, bowling, family walks, watching 
football
Childhood memory: Attending a summer Family 
camp every year with my family.  

Jess 
Occupation: Stay at home mom (former 
teacher) 
Movie: The Greatest Showman
Food: Any Pasta
Hobbies: cooking, event planning, family walks
Childhood memory: Baking with my mom and 
playing outside with Neighborhood friends. 



Our Family & Friends
We are very grateful to have our daughters. Our oldest has the most tender heart with a mind filled with adventures. She is very caring, helpful to others, 
and loves to learn. Our younger daughter is the comedian in our family. She is strong willed, passionate, and constantly keeps us laughing. Both girls are 
very excited to welcome a baby into our family. They will be the best helpers.  

Dan and Jess both have supportive families. Dan’s family lives a few hours away but his parents and three siblings love coming in town for visits. Jess’s 
mom lives a few minutes away and is a huge support system for our family. She is the best grandma and we often see her several times a week. We have 
several young nieces and nephews we enjoy spending time with.  

We cherish our village of amazing friends! Over the years we have formed an amazing circle of family friends. Some of our best memories are made in 
the summer with friends at the pool swimming and enjoying the pool’s family friendly events such as summer picnics and weekend meetups. A lot of our 
friends are stay at home moms too and all have children ranging in age newborn to 8. Cookouts, zoo outings, vacations, and park playdates are some of 
our favorite things to do with our friends. Our friends truly have become family and we all are there to help each other out. 

Our daughters ready for a scooter ride 
to the park

Cooking with Dan’s mom aka Mimi Strawberry picking with friends

Christmas time with cousins

Celebrating a family wedding with Dan’s family Jess’s mom aka Mammy with her grandchildren

A cousin sleepover with our nieces 
and Dan’s brother

Jess and all of the moms at our annual 
4th of July party



Our puppy, Scarlett 

Our Home 
Our home is a historic home in a quiet downtown suburb that 
was built in the 1800’s and recently completely renovated from 
top to bottom. We have an open floor plan with a lot of room for 
the kids to run around including a nice big playroom. We have 
a great location that puts us walking distance from the local 
ice cream shop, library, pizza parlor, and coffee shop. We also 
are just a couple blocks away from a beautiful wooded park 
with trails, playgrounds, and picnic areas. We spend a lot of 
time outside, whether it’s family walks for ice cream, riding 
bikes to the park and farmers market, or having friends over for 
backyard bbq’s. 

Enjoying a winter festival 
in our neighborhood



Why We Are Adopting   

When we first got married, we couldn’t wait to become parents. We were thrilled to get pregnant right 

after our wedding but had no idea what was in store for us. Jess developed a pregnancy induced 

disease called hyperemesis. This made her extremely ill, which had her body fighting for its life. She 

was hospitalized most of both pregnancies and relied on IV’s, pumps, and countless medications to 

keep her stable. Both pregnancies ended with more complications causing premature births. Knowing 

that getting pregnant again could be a life or death situation we decided that we would grow our 

family by adoption. Our family does not feel complete and our hearts are longing to love another child. 

We have several friends in our community who have adopted and shared their amazing journeys with 

us. We are involved in our local church and feel that our faith will help guide us through this journey. 

Gingerbread making fun! Donuts with Dad at school Ice skating! Enjoying a family bike ride to  
the farmers market 

Dear  
Birth Parent,
We want to thank you for taking the time to learn about our family. We 
hope that through our pictures and stories that you can see that we’re 
a fun-loving family ready to open our home and hearts to another child. 
We are no experts, our kids have had public meltdowns and sometimes 
refuse to eat their veggies , but in the end we can promise you that 
your child is going to have the best big sisters, a family who provides 
wonderful experiences and adventures and so much love from both you 
and our entire family.

Dan and Jess


