Dan & Andy

About Us
We met eleven years ago in a typical New Jersey setting: a 24-hour
diner. Although we were pursuing different paths in life—Andy was
in medical school, while Dan was studying music—we quickly realized
that we were compatible on much deeper levels. Several years in a
long-distance relationship only made us more committed to one another.
In 2016 we celebrated our love with a wedding in the state (though not the
diner) where we met.
Now Andy works as a pediatrician and Dan is a professor of music history.
Children and childhood are big parts of our careers: Andy treats children with
disabilities, while Dan researches and teaches about music in Disney films.
We share a mutual love for travel and adventure, though on any given day you might
find us at home playing board games with friends, experimenting with a new recipe in
the kitchen, or snuggling with our pets.

About Dan
(written by Andy)
Dan is my best friend. He is ambitious, talented,
intelligent, and creative. Dan loves to be around
other people, and others love to be around him. He has
a quirky and silly sense of humor, but also knows when
to be serious and get the job done. Whenever a friend or
loved one needs someone to talk to, to laugh with, or to
cry with, Dan is there. He has an endless ability to provide
support and comfort. In the many years that we have known
each other, he has helped me to learn about myself and grow into
the person that I am today. While all of these qualities make Dan an
amazing husband, they are also the reason I know he will excel as a
father as well. I look forward to parenting with him and growing our
family together.

About Andy
(written by Dan)
It’s a bit strange to say this, but even though we have no
children (yet) Andy is the best father I know. His natural
personality and demeanor fall right in that sweet spot between
strength and gentleness, encouragement and empathy,
intelligence and goofiness that make him both a wonderful
partner and a nurturing caregiver. Andy puts his endless
supply of energy and compassion into everything he does,
from helping sick and disabled children to playing with
our pets to tackling a new crafting or culinary project.
He’s helped me grow in more ways than I’ll ever be
able to know, all without losing my independent
sense of self. I have no doubt that he will be an
excellent father, and I can’t wait to embark on
the journey of parenthood with him.

Fun Facts and Favorites
Dan
Occupation: Professor
Education: PhD
Hobbies: Playing viola, cooking, camping
Food: Chinese
TV Show: Parks and Recreation, 30 Rock
Disney Movie: The Hunchback of Notre Dame
Music: Bach, Broadway, the Beatles
Childhood Memory: Seeing Broadway shows with my family

Alma

Andy
Occupation: Pediatrician
Education: MD
Hobbies: Biking, cooking, crafting
Food: Pizza
TV Show: Breaking Bad, Making It
Disney Movie: WALL-E
Music: Death Cab for Cutie
Childhood Memory: Family beach trips

Our Home
Our totally awesome four-story townhouse sits in a quiet residential
neighborhood within a large city. Our city has developed rapidly over the past
years: every week there’s a cool new restaurant, store, or activity to check out,
and the improvements show no sign of slowing down. We boast outstanding
local schools, libraries, museums, performing arts, and sports. Each year,
we subscribe to the opera and our professional soccer team.
Our neighborhood has also been steadily growing. Within a fiveminute walk you’ll find a playground, cute shops and cafes, and
several excellent schools. We share our home with dozens of
houseplants, along with George the French bulldog and Alma
the cat, two of the most affectionate pets you’ll ever meet.
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Our Family

Dan meeting our niece for the first time
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Dan’s family
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at Dan’s 30th birthday

Andy with our niece

At a soccer game with friends.

Us with friends after a race

Out with friends

Andy is from a huge family—he has over twenty cousins! Most of his family lives in Massachusetts. Andy’s younger sister has a little boy, and
his twin sister has a girl and a new baby boy. Our niece and nephews get spoiled rotten every time their uncles visit them for birthdays and
Christmas!
Dan’s family is smaller than Andy’s, but no less full of love and support. Many of his relatives, including his parents and his brother, live in the
New York City area. Dan and his family all work in the arts, so whenever we’re together we spend a lot of time going to (and then talking about)
concerts, plays, museums, and films.
Although we currently don’t live near our families, we talk almost every day, and we trade visits many times a year. We’ve also got a close-knit
group of friends at home that have become like a second family to us. We love to meet up to play board games, attend plays, and go on bike rides.
Because Andy was raised Catholic and Dan was raised Jewish, our families celebrate a LOT of holidays together. Our friends also come from a
diverse range of backgrounds and heritages. Your child will be raised in a household that celebrates diversity and honors a variety of cultures and
traditions.

A Message from Our Moms
Both Dan and Andy grew up in close-knit families that cherish them deeply, so they know all about being loved to the moon and back! Maybe
that’s why they share all the values that make their home such a special place -- warmth and kindness, respect and honesty, creativity, a bit
of silliness, and a LOT of love. They also have a wide circle of close friends. Watching them engage with the children in their lives, and seeing
the way the children respond to them, we can’t imagine two better parents!
Our sons enjoyed extra-special relationships with grandparents who were very much a part of their lives. We are definitely looking forward to
keeping this tradition alive. From the moment your child is born, he or she will have adoring grandparents who are eager to share rich family
traditions, have loads of fun adventures, and nurture and love them joyfully. We’re so excited to welcome your child into our families!

A Message from Our Friend Alyssa
I have been very close friends with Dan and Andy for the past five years or so. My husband and I live about 2.5 miles away from them and
we hang out regularly to watch movies, enjoy delicious foods, and go on bike rides. As a self-declared feminist in a multiracial marriage,
I have always found Dan and Andy to be very respectful of women and people of different backgrounds. I know that as parents they will
work hard to pass these values along and show your child positive female influences. I am so excited to be a part of their child’s life
as an “aunt” in spirit!

Dear Birthparent,
Although we will never fully understand all of the emotions you’re going through right now, we are
amazed at the courage and selflessness you’re showing just by reading this letter. We have worked
hard to build a life full of joy and laughter together, and we are thrilled at the opportunity to welcome a child into our home. We are both incredibly lucky to have been raised by parents who love
and support us unconditionally, and along with our fantastic network of family and friends we
promise to create the same strong foundation for your child. We will make sure that a child
raised in our home will always know what it means to be loved, appreciated, and celebrated
regardless of their gender, race, or ethnicity.
With Admiration,

Dan and Andy

Why Adoption?
It’s difficult to say exactly what led us to adoption, since we’ve known we
wanted to be fathers for our entire adult lives. As a same-sex couple, adoption always felt like the natural choice: it’s never been a matter of “if,” only
a question of “when.” We are both lucky enough to come from incredibly
compassionate and supportive families, and we’re eager to pass that
tradition on. We are completely open to adopting children regardless
of gender, race, and ethnicity, and we will celebrate and educate
them about their unique heritage and cultural identity. We are
also open to adopting twins, as Andy is a twin and understands the special bond they share. The home we’ve made
is full of love and joy, and we can’t wait to share it with a
child!

