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Fast Facts and favorites

Hi! We are Michael and Melissa. We met 
in high school and have been together for over 20 
years and have been married for twelve. Melissa is 
a college professor and Michael is a college access 
counselor. We have 1 biological daughter who is five. 
We also have an adorable eleven year old shitzu-
poodle dog who has been a part of our family for 
11 years. Coming from large families, we always 
imagined having a family of our own including both 
biological and adoptive children. We are overjoyed to 
have the opportunity to continue building our family 
through adoption.

	 	 Melissa:		 Michael:	
 Occupation: College Professor College Access Counselor

 Education:  PhD Master’s Degree

 Favorite  Baking Christmas cookies,  Hosting family at 
 Holiday  then giving them to family Thanksgiving, listening to 
 Tradition: and friends as gifts Christmas music

 Favorite  “How Do I Love You?”  “Hello Lighthouse”
 Children’s Book: by Marion Dane Bauer by Sophie Blackall

 Favorite  The beach with family  The beach with family
 Vacation: and friends and friends, amusement parks

 Hobbies:  Baking, Musicals, Travel Reading, Cooking, Eating out,
   and  Travel



more about  Michael (by Melissa)
Michael is the funniest, most caring person I know. When I met him I was immediately 
attracted to his sense of humor. He always makes me laugh. Michael is also a very caring 
person. He’s always supported me and my career goals. If I really wanted something in my 
career; he was on-board. His care goes beyond our family. Through his career he advises 
students for college who are first generation college students and he volunteers by tutoring 
and mentoring refugees. Michael is a reader! He reads over 100 books a year! He’s always 
discovering new and different books to share with our daughter.  He also loves staying 
active with sports and he loves to cook. Michael’s sense of humor comes through in his 

parenting. He is patient and uses humor to diffuse challenging situations. He regularly plays pretend with our daughter. 
Some of their favorites include playing dolls and “super heroes”.

more about Melissa (by Michael)
Melissa is an extremely driven person. She is incredibly intelligent and has worked hard to 
complete a PhD. Although she has been successful within her career, she values her family 
above all. She is the most thoughtful person I know. She is the best mother to our daughter 
and she is also a caring aunt to our nieces and nephews. She always makes time to support 
our immediate and extended family. Not only does she facilitate an active schedule 
for our daughter, but she always supports our nieces and nephews by going to their games, 
dance recitals, or other school functions. 

We live in a two story brick home 
with four bedrooms and plenty of 

room for kids to play. This includes two rooms dedicated to playing 
(our basement and our family room) along with our backyard, 
which is fenced-in and has a playset and playhouse. We love our 
family friendly neighborhood. It’s private with very little traffic which 
is safe for family walks and bike rides. Our neighborhood also has 
a private park that includes a playground and neighborhood pool. 
Our neighborhood plans annual child friendly events including 
a bike parade for the Fourth of July and an Easter egg hunt in 
the park. Our daughter looks forward to these events as well as 
swimming at the pool each summer and playing with the neighbor 
kids. We live near a large city which allows us to enjoy many 
conveniences while enjoying a community with privacy and room to 
spread out.

our Home



Hobbies & Favorites
“We love to travel! We’ve enjoyed numerous trips as a couple and now as a family of 
three. Some of our favorite travel memories are visiting Ireland with Michael’s parents, 
visiting Greece, and exploring Disney World with our daughter. We also travel to the 
beach annually with family and friends. We enjoy playing games. Some of our favorite 
games to include our daughter in include croquet and ‘Sorry!’. We are very active 
people. We like to go on bike rides, play soccer, swim, and take walks as a family. 
We love ice cream! We live walking distance to a local ice cream shop and walk there regularly in 
the summer. Michael has even started handcrafting his own ice cream creations at home! Melissa’s 
favorite flavor that he makes is brown sugar cinnamon...yum! We love reading...our daughter has 
accumulated quite the collection of children’s books. We read to her daily, and especially at bedtime. 
It’s been incredible watching her learn to read and start being able to read books to us! We value 
family time together, especially around meals. Most every night we gather for our family meal and 

share our “best and worst” from the day.”. 

our families
Melissa is the middle child of 5 children. Each of her siblings have 
children as well, which makes for boisterous family gatherings when we 
get the whole group together. We host Melissa’s family for Thanksgiving 
every year. We like to travel south to visit Melissa’s dad who spends time 
there in the winter. Michael has one brother and a niece and nephew 
as well. We have a total of 10 nieces and 2 nephews and they all live 
nearby and we see them regularly.

Melissa and her dad, siblings, and nieces and nephews. 

Us with Michael’s parents Our daughter with her cousinsMelissa’s extended family



Why Adoption?
Since we started dating over twenty years ago, 

we have talked about starting a family. We discussed 
having both biological and adopted children as part 

of this plan. Since we are not able to have more 
biological children, we feel a longing to complete 

our family through adoption. We have seen 
the beauty of adoption by observing many friends 
who have grown their families through adoption. 

Seeing how adoption has added so much 
richness and love to our friends’ lives has motivated 

us to pursue adoption at this time.

Michael and Melissa

Dear Birthmother
Thank you for taking the time to learn about us. We are 

grateful that you are considering us as adoptive parents 

to your child and are appreciative of the gift that you 

could give to our family. We value the golden rule and 

hold ourselves to be honest, kind, and respectful. We 

understand deciding on adoption and selecting an adoptive 

family for your baby is challenging. We will love our 

adopted child fully regardless of race, ethnicity, or gender. 

We recognize the challenges that having a child with a 

different ethnic or racial background can have. However, 

we are fully committed to ensuring that our child feels 

loved and valued for the unique person he/she is. This 

commitment includes educating our child on where he/she 

comes from and honoring his/her unique path to us. This is 

truly the most special gift that you could ever give and we 

are honored you are considering us.    

 Sincerely,


