Blake and Tami

About Us
As Tami’s mom always says “Blake and Tami’s love story is a
Hallmark movie in the making.” Cheesy, yes. True, also yes,
although Blake would pretend to disagree. Months prior
to meeting Blake, Tami had surrendered to “the single
life”, and felt really good about it. God had other plans.
When a knee surgery landed Tami in physical therapy, she
had no idea she’d be meeting her soon-to-be husband,
Blake. What’s more, had therapy been scheduled a week
later, Blake’s clinical rotation would have ended and
we may never have met. In a matter of days, our worlds
aligned and that was it. Within eight months, we were
married. Life has definitely given us both lemons and
lemonade, but through it all, we have kept each other balanced
and somehow managed to make the best of it all, good and bad.
Admittedly, we are more different than we are alike, and while
we seldom agree on what TV show to stream, we always find
ourselves on the same sofa watching the same show. Simply put,
we’re better together.

About Blake (written by Tami)

Blake is the peanut butter to my jelly! He is the introvert to my extrovert, the rational to my
emotional and the go with the flow to my must have a plan. Blake is determined; when the
world says “no way” he says “bring it on.” He literally rolls with the punches as he is paralyzed
from a motorcycle accident in 2011 and uses a manual wheelchair to get around. Blake is
artistic; he loves making and playing music (he sings and plays the guitar). Blake is curious;
he always asks “why” and continues to educate himself about the world around him. Blake
is loyal; he puts my needs, and the needs of our family at the forefront of each decision he
makes. When you’re around Blake, you always know where you stand as he isn’t one to put
on a show or give false narratives. Blake’s honesty is genuine, refreshing and appreciated.
After Blake’s accident, he could have thrown in the towel and gave up. Instead, he continued
his pursuit of becoming a Doctor of Physical Therapy, participates in adaptive sports (he was
actually a Division I football recruit before his accident), plays live music with a band and by himself, and has never given
up hope of becoming an active father.

About Tami (written by Blake)

Tami is my balance. She keeps me in sync, in order, and in-line with what truly matters. I have a tendency to overthink things and
can get “lost in the clouds” from time to time, and Tami brings me back to Earth. Tami is “Aunt TT.” She’s the most compassionate
and caring person I know, at times even to her own detriment. Tami is very practical, realistic, and faithful—not only to me, but to
all of her convictions, faith, family, and ethical work being at the forefront. She is the love of my life, and the only person in this
world I have ever seen as a wife and mother to my children.

Family & Friends
They say it takes a village, and we have a village. As each of us come from large families, we are never in short supply of love.
From grandparents who recently celebrated 70 years of marriage to nieces and nephews who range in age from two months to
14 years old, there is always something to be learned. Moreover, we feel very fortunate to have friends and family all over the country
including Ohio, Kentucky, Georgia, California, New York, Illinois, Tennessee, Virginia, and North Carolina. Our village keeps us honest,
and we lean on each other for support. The best part of our village, though, is probably our dogs! We are the proud owners of two
golden-doodles who have larger than life personalities. They are great around children and are a wonderful addition to our family.

Memaw and Pepaw

Ten of our nieces and nephews

Our niece’s First Communion

Taking a hike with our moms

Our friend at a African Dance Lesson

At a friend’s wedding

Blake playing with his band

Meeting our nephew and
one month old niece

Tami’s friends from
Primary School

Tami’s friends from work

Our Home
Our home is a perfect mixture of the both of us. We are
walking distance to a library, grocery store, local eateries,
schools and safety (Tami’s preference) while still having
a beautiful yard with lots of trees on a quiet street close
to metroparks and walking trails (Blake’s preference).
Our house is a place for cooking, games, music, bonfires,
movies and conversation.
Cyrene

Owen

Fun Facts about Blake

Fun Facts about Tami

Occupation: Physical Therapist

Occupation: Education

Education: Doctorate Degree
Day of the week: Sunday (Football
and recharge)
Sweet Treat: Brownie or my mom’s
apple pie.
Ways to Recharge: Football, church,
writing music
Food: Ribeye

Education: Masters Degree
Day of the week: Sunday (Mass and
Football)
Sweet Treat: Anything with dark chocolate
Ways to Recharge: Prayer and talking to
my family
Food: Mexican

Dear Birthparent(s),
We think it’s important to begin this letter with a simple statement: we hope you choose the family best-suited to the
upbringing of your child. If that’s us, we will be very grateful, and spend the rest of our lives ensuring that your child is safe,
healthy, loved, and raised in an environment that gives them the best opportunity for success in life, no matter how they choose
to define it.
We’re first-time parents, and long-time aunts and uncles. We intend on raising a child in the midst of grandparents, aunts and
uncles, and many nieces and nephews. Our family is as flawed as it is genuine, and as reliable as it is chaotic. Our children will
be raised in an authentic family where words and feelings are not to be withheld, and lessons are taught and learned in realtime through life experiences. We intend to adapt and modify our parenting to the specific needs of our children. We don’t care
what race, ethnicity, or background our child comes from. We will listen, learn, read, and immerse ourselves in an environment
that fosters a personally and culturally fulfilling upbringing.
Should you choose us as your adoptive family, know that your child will be the center of our world and lives. Our family’s
decisions will be made in the best interest of the child. We embrace the uniqueness of being the adoptive parents, and will
raise them to be the very best versions of themselves—in a home built on a foundation of honesty, compassion, and love.

Thank you again for taking the time to read about us. This is just a little snapshot into our lives, but we tried to highlight what
was important to us. Faith, family and friends are definitely at the top of our list. There is no way for us to tell you absolutely
everything about us, but we hope that this look into our lives makes you feel comfortable in possibly considering us as potential
adoptive parents for your child.

Why Adopt?
We are not able to have children naturally and researched both adoption and fertility
treatments. When speaking with the fertility specialist, he made a comment that really hit
home for us. He shared: “When you have a snotty nosed child running to you for a tissue,
it doesn’t matter where they came from, that’s your child to take care of.” At that moment,
we knew we wanted to pursue adoption. From the very beginning of this journey we agreed
that having a child would not define who we already are as a family, but would allow us to
share our love with others. Every piece of who we are dreams of being a parent and we both
know that “parent” can take on many roles. If parenting for us isn’t through adoption, we
will embrace that role with pride and humility. That said, we are hopeful, and prayerful, to
be chosen as adoptive parents and have an opportunity to grow our family within our own
home.
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