
nick + hilary



We met through an online dating site and bonded over movies, 
books, and cats. Our first date started at an art museum, and we had 
such a great time that we ended up getting ice cream and talking for 
hours at a coffee shop. We both knew something special was beginning. 
Our relationship was put to the test early when Hilary moved out of state 
for an amazing job opportunity. Despite all the odds we stayed together, 
ended up in the same city, and got married.
 We have so much fun together and know that no matter what we  
are doing, we’ll be laughing and making memories. Holidays are 
our favorite time of year and we enjoy creating new traditions and 
celebrating with family and friends. Hilary is a cancer researcher at one 
of the best children’s hospitals in the country. Nick works at a nonprofit 
preschool for children with special needs. Our jobs allow us to have a 
direct positive impact on children and that brings us so much joy. 

	 	 Nick Hilary
	 Job:		 Marketing	Manager	at	a	nonprofit		 Cancer	researcher	at	a	children’s	hospital
	 	 preschool	for	children	with	special	needs

	 Education:		 Bachelor’s	Degree	in	Journalism	 Master’s	Degree	in	Microbiology	&	Immunology

	 Kids	Movie:		 The	Sandlot	 The	Nightmare	Before	Christmas

	 Vacation:		 Rome,	Italy	 Dubrovnik,	Croatia

	 Holiday	Tradition:		 Opening	Christmas	gifts	and	watching		 Drinking	hot	cocoa	on	Christmas	morning		 	
	 	 Home	Alone	with	family	 with	my	husband

	 TV	Show:		 The	Wire	 Gilmore	Girls	and	House	Hunters

	 Book:		 It	by	Stephen	King	 Jane	Eyre	by	Charlotte	Bronte

	 Food:		 Homemade	spaghetti	and	meatballs	 Ice	cream

	 Childhood	Memory:		 Sunday	dinners	at	my	grandparents’	house	 Going	to	King’s	Island	every	summer

	 Hobbies:		 Basketball,	street	hockey,	movies,	books,		 Reading,	scary	movies,	travel,	going	on	walks,	
	 	 video	games,	travel	 baking,	photography
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About Hilary (written by Nick)
   Hilary is the most caring person I’ve ever met. She wants to take care 
of and bring joy to every child and animal we see, even if it’s only for a 
moment. She’s also a goofball, which is 100% a compliment and one of the 
major reasons I fell in love with her. She makes me laugh every day with the 
things she says and does that are so uniquely her. She’s incredibly intelligent 
and I love the conversations we have about everything from important life 
decisions to the deeper meanings of the movies we watch. Hilary’s smile 
lights up a room and I feel lucky every day to be able to call her my wife. Her 
heart is boundless, and I know she’s going to be an amazing mother.

About Nick (written by Hilary)
 Nick is one of those people who walks into a room and 
immediately everyone likes him. He is genuine, quick-witted and 
makes people feel at ease. One thing that drew me to Nick is 
his ability to be a complete goofball but also have a thoughtful, 
introspective conversation about the serious things in life. I admire 
Nick because he hasn’t let being born without a right hand stop him 
from doing anything anyone else can do, including excelling in sports. 
He is a chronic list maker and very organized, which helps keep our 
house running smoothly. Nick truly cares about people and animals, 
and I knew very quickly that he would be an amazing father. This is 
evident by how much his nephew loves him, how the kids at his job are so excited when he walks in the room, and 
the love and attentiveness he gives to our cats. Nick is my best friend and partner in life. I know I can count on him 
for anything and feel safe with him by my side.

Our house is full of character and vintage charm. We have a backyard with a 
deck where we enjoy grilling out. Hilary likes to plant flowers to keep the yard 
colorful. We live in a major city and are within walking distance of restaurants, 
coffee shops, a famous bookstore, large parks with big playgrounds, and 
community gardens. We are also minutes from many hospitals and urgent 
care centers, museums, libraries, a topiary park, and a river with walking trails. 
We love city life; there is always something to do and see and we like being 
immersed in the culture  
and diversity the city brings.
   

 We have three cats: Diggie, Alfie, and Bearenstein (“Little Bear”). 
We adopted Diggie and Alfie from a local animal shelter. Bearenstein 
found us one fall day when she wandered onto our porch. All three of 
our cats are super sweet and cuddly. They have the funniest, quirkiest 
personalities and love kids! We also like to visit and donate to the animal 
shelter when we can.

OUR HOME



 Our families mean so much to us and we always look forward 
to spending time with them. Hilary’s mother and sister live nearby 
and they will be a huge support system throughout this journey. 
Not only are they family, but Hilary considers them her best friends. 
Hilary’s dad lives further away, but we get together as often as 
we can. Nick is very close with his mom, dad, and sister. They are 
another support system that we can always count on. We have a 
4-year-old nephew, who we love to spoil. Our large extended family 
gets together for big holiday parties where everyone catches up, 
laughs, and shares memories. Grandma’s chocolate chip cookies 
and mom’s buckeyes are the stars every year.
 Our friends are like an extension of our family. We each have 
a group of friends that we have known since high school. Even 
though some live far away, we still talk often and see each other 
frequently. We like to surround ourselves with diverse, open-minded 
people who share similar views on life.

OUR FAMILY & FRIENDS

Christmas with Nick’s family

Hosting Hilary’s family for the holidays

Nick with his best friends

Friends getting ice cream

Opening Christmas gifts  
with our nephew

Hilary’s Mom in Winter Wonderland

Nick holding his baby nephew
Hilary’s annual trip to the pumpkin  

patch with her sister



We	are	so	excited	to	start	a	family	

and	adoption	is	the	path	we	know	is	

right	for	us.	We’ve	tried	to	conceive	for	

some	time	but	have	been	unable	to.	

Rather	than	trying	fertility	treatments,	

we	chose	adoption	because	it	is	more	

meaningful	to	us.	Hilary	has	a	close	

friend	who	was	adopted	which	has	

given	us	a	greater	understanding	and	

appreciation	of	the	adoption	journey	

and	how	it	can	positively	impact	a	child.

WHY ADOPTION

Dear Birthmother,

 Thank you for taking the time to get to know us! We know what an 
important and difficult decision this is and we’re honored that you are 
considering us as adoptive parents.
 We’ve built our marriage on the idea of growing together and 
growing our family, no matter how that happens. We value love, 
communication, understanding, empathy, and patience as the 
cornerstones of family, and we will make sure your child feels all those 
things every day. We also value education and hard work, and we 
will emphasize both as parents. We welcome a child of any race or 
ethnicity into our family. It is very important to us to teach the child 
about their cultural heritage and give them the tools to explore and 
understand their background.
 We’re fortunate enough to have jobs that directly benefit children, 
which have shown us how powerful those first years are in shaping 
their futures. We hope to have the opportunity to make that same 
positive impact on your child.

    Sincerely,

     Nick & Hilary


