Joe + Caterina

Hello! We are Caterina and Joe!

We have been best friends and husband and wife for 7 years. Like

many couples today, our story began online. We both had just gotten out of
long-term relationships and weren’t looking to jump into another one. We

agreed to meet at a board game meetup event, and became good friends
first. Then one New Year’s Day while hiking together, we looked at each
other, and realized we were happy together so we decided to take the

plunge and date. We were engaged a year later and got married in 2015.
Both of us come from big families. Joe is from a big Irish family and

Caterina is from both an Italian and Danish family. There are many

holidays where you can walk into any one of our families’ homes and ours,
and smell a roast in the oven or fresh warm apple sauce cooling. Our

families have many different types of folks with many different stories and
successes, but there are always three things that bond us all together:

love, loyalty, and caring for each other. We get each other through the good
times and the bad times while helping each other thrive and making great

memories. There are tons of nephews and nieces to keep your child busy

and create friendships with that can last a lifetime. We can’t wait to share
our large and loving families with your child.

Fun Facts
• Growing up, Joe played hockey and soccer

• Joe likes to eat pancakes and pizza, but not
at the same time
• Joe and our dog Teddy are BFFs

• Joe spent a lot of his summers in Ireland
as a kid

• Caterina played soccer and tennis as a child
• Caterina’s all-time favorite dish is chicken
pot pie
• Caterina and our dog Jack are BFFs

• Caterina sponsors an orangutan named
Popi through The Orangutan Project

about

Caterina by Joe

What I like about Caterina is her upbeat, enthusiastic, and positive belief in others. She is a great

listener and patient person, and optimistic about any situation we run into. Her natural ability to listen
to others helps draw out other people’s thoughts, and makes it easy for folks to share their ideas

with her. For example—when we fostered two sisters, they came to us at odds with each other, but
through patience and self-development, Caterina was able to help guide them into a more loving
relationship. Both girls blossomed into becoming stronger, more content individuals.

Caterina also enjoys walking our dogs in the morning, around our neighborhood. She loves nature but her true passion is art.

She just loves sculpting. If a child is interested in art, our house is already full of art supplies like easels and colored pencils.

about

Joe by Caterina

If I could describe my husband Joe in so many words, I would say his smile, dry humor, and

easy-going look on life warms my heart every day. Joe approaches situations in a way that stops me
in my tracks and makes me realize how simple things can be sometimes and how fortunate I am to
have such a smart guy in my life.

He is an avid hiker and especially enjoys hiking with his friends. Many of his friends bring their

children on these hikes so they are fun and full of surprises. Joe also enjoys reading biographies
and autobiographies. He has a natural ability in talking with people and has a down-to-earth
calmness about himself that puts people at ease.

Our home

We live in a charming home which many say looks like a treehouse

overlooking a park with many deer and foxes running around. We love food
and cooking together. Our kitchen is large, and when we fostered children,

it was easy to have everyone in the kitchen at the same time on a Saturday
afternoon, cooking up a storm for each other. Besides the kitchen, our

favorite part of the home is the kids’ room upstairs on the corner of the house.
It is large enough for two young children and all of their toys or the largest
nursery we have ever seen.

The best part about our neighborhood is the dead-end streets and winding

roads for all the local kids to ride bikes around. There are three schools

within walking distance and a library with an active community base. We are
surrounded by trees and creeks and populated with friendly neighbors who
greet us every morning. We think it’s the perfect place to raise a family.

Our family + Friends
Both of us come from a big Irish (Joe) and Italian/Danish (Caterina) family. It is

not unusual for Caternia’s family to greet you with a big hug when you come to
their house. There are many holidays where you can walk into any one of our

families’ homes, or ours, and find the kitchen full of people cooking or chatting

up a storm. Joe has three sisters, and Caterina has a sister and a brother, and
Us with Joe’s parents

both of us have tons of cousins with children of their own. Through the years,

both of us have made many good friends too through school, work, volunteering
and found out many were adopted, so that has helped us build friendships and
support in our journey to adopt. There are tons of nephews and nieces too to

keep your child busy and create friendships with for a lifetime. We can’t wait to
share our large and lovingfamilies and friendships with your child.
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Dear Birth Mother,

Thank you for reading our story! Most of our friends and family
would say that we are patient, easy going and down-to-earth
people, who are easy to talk to and to be around. We are
financially stable and have careers that we enjoy, Joe is a Chief
Legislative Aide and Caterina is an Accountant. We have two
small dogs that we just love and we check in often with family
members to make sure all of us are doing well and thriving. We
have daily routines like regular meals and cleaning the house,
and we might vacation once or twice each year, which usually
involves visiting family or friends along the way. We volunteer
when we have the time at various community-based charities or
at our Church. We are proud members of a church less than 1

mile away, and volunteer there cleaning and refurbishing their elementary school when they need the
help. We were also foster parents recently, and enjoyed caring for and watching a sibling group learn, grow up and
experience new things in life, like riding a bike or going to a school dance for the first time. Fostering only reinforced
our commitment to adopt and parent our own children one day. We wish you all the love as you sort out what is right
for you and your baby.
Sincerely and truly,

Caterina & Joe
Why Adoption
We always wanted to have a big family of our own since we were
both little kids, but soon after our honeymoon, we discovered that
we had a small chance of having a biological child on our own,
but that didn’t stop us! So, we considered fostering and adoption
and looked into both. In 2019, we became foster parents with the
hopes of adopting a child or sibling group, but fostering only made
us realize we are truly committed to an adoption plan and raising a
child through the years. We are excited and cannot wait to welcome
a beautiful child into our hearts through adoption.

